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Be(a)ware of cute animals, pet appreciation month

The current Leadership 
Thomas County group is 
seeking to turn hisses, growls 
and whines into pleasant bow-
wows and meows. March is not 
only the month of mischievous 
pinching, but it is also a national 
time to honor pets. 

Pets not only act as 
companions, but they also have 
psychological benefits. After 
a long day, coming home and 
stroking your pet is scientifically 
proven to help your psyche. 
According to Animal Planet, 
pets can help ward off allergies, 
lower blood pressure and 
cholesterol levels, reduce stress, 
and create better moods. LTC 
is hoping to give back to these 
beneficial comrades.

 In recent years, sophomores 
from various Thomas 
County Schools have had the 
opportunity to be selected into a 
community organization, LTC. 
LTC consists of four sessions 
spread out within a month and 
trains various adults within the 
community and a number of 
students to be future leaders. 

This year, seven students 
from the CHS sophomore class 
were chosen to participate. 

Among these sophomores 
are Brysen Barton, Paige 
Castigliano, Isabel Dixon, Clyde 
Horinek, Laurel Myers, Drew 
Starbuck and April Swartz. A 
group of Golden Plains High 
students also participated. 

Along with four sessions, 
participants, are required to 
complete two projects within 
the community. Though 
the sessions are spread out, 
participants, are required to 

complete assignments each 
session. These assignments 
included some extensive work 
and, at times, tested the comfort 
zones of LTC trainees. Dixon, 
an active student at CHS, 
like many of the people who 
participated, struggled to find 
time to complete the various 
assignments.

“Leadership Thomas 
County enables you to get 
more leadership skills, gain 
connections within Thomas 
County, and there was good 
food, but it was really stressful,” 
Dixon said.

One of the projects involves 
donating an allotted amount to 
benefit organizations in Thomas 
County. All grade school music 
programs within the County 
benefited from LTC donations 
in  2018. 

The second service project 
involves lending a hand to the 
community. As a group, LTC 
decided to place donation boxes 
around the community to collect 
pet care supplies for Colby 
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Mass shootings on the rise
Students nationwide speak up, demand reform

Safety is a No. 1 concern 
for most parents when 
sending their little ones to 
school. The parents worry 
about bullies, allergies and 
if their child will be safe 
walking home. Not many 
parents worry about their 
child being shot at school. 

That is until recently. There 
have been 34 mass shootings, 
12 of those occurring at 
schools, in 2018, according 
to ABC News. There were 
346 mass shootings in 
2017, so the U.S. is nearly 
guaranteed more to come. 

Colby High School has 
several emergency plans in 
place covering issues from 
school intruders to threats. 
These plans are updated each 
year, and after each major 
event that happens at CHS or 
in other schools around the 
country.

“We review our policies 
regularly and after each 
major event. We meet and 
debrief to improve our plan 
or see if it covers what 
it needs to. If we have a 
shutdown situation, we 
review if the plan covered 
what it needed to, and if we 
should improve it,” Katina 
Brenn, superintendent, said. 

The goal of having these 
multiple plans in place is 
to provide a safe learning 

environment. Each teacher 
is required to review the 
policies each year and is 
aware of changes that are 
made. 

“I think it’s good that we 
have multiple policies in 
place because no situation 
is the same. Reviewing and 
updating them each year is 
good too because situations 
change, and it’s good to have 
a refresher,” Trish Starbuck, 
art teacher, said. 

While each teacher is 
required to be up to date and 
aware of the changes, the 
details cannot be disclosed 
for safety reasons. 

“We cannot disclose the 
details of the plans, but there 
are multiple plans for the 
various possibilities,” Brenn 
said. 

While CHS and other 
high schools across the 
country are prepared for 
the possibility of a school 
shooting, students at 
Stoneman Douglas High 

School in Florida are taking a 
stand after experiencing one 
first hand. 

On February 14, 17 
students were killed when a 
former student entered the 
building with an AR-15 rifle, 
set off a fire alarm, and began 
to shoot. He also wounded 17 
other students. 

Students are not letting this 
become another of the many 
tragedies in this country. 
They are advocating for 
gun reform. A movement 
has been created called 
“Never Again”, which 
allows students to speak out 
about why they want gun 
reform. The students are also 
arranging national marches 

with at least one scheduled 
in every state in the country. 
Several celebrities have 
donated funds to help the 
students arrange marches and 
travel to advocate for gun 
reform. 

“I think that the marches 
and walk-outs are a good 
thing. It gives students a 
voice,” Lexy Kraft, sr., said. 

Brenn is supportive of the 
Twitter movement and the 
national marches. 

“I think it’s good that 
these students are standing 
up for what they believe in 
and becoming politically 
active. It isn’t something that 
I would do, but it’s good for 
students,” Brenn said. 
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Animal Clinic’s pet shelter. 
These donations included pet 
care items such as old blankets/
bed sheets, pet food, and 
numerous other items.

One of those collection sites 
was CHS; the donation box was 
put outside the office. The event 
lasted for a week during March 
1-8.

Another challenge of 
participating in LTC was 
being able to communicate 
with the other groups outside 
of the weekly sessions. Each 
person had their own agendas 
including sports, jobs, academic 
extracurricular activities, school, 
and other time consuming 
obligations. This became hard, 
especially when the sessions 
were over and the team was 
wrapping up their final project. 
However, the team members 
persevered and completed the 
challenge.

“The pet drive was effective, 
but the communication between 
LTC groups could’ve been 
better,” Swartz said. 

Regardless of the struggles, 
the whole group was able to 
do the great deed. Along with 
the LTC project, there are other 
efforts being made to honor the 
cute critters.

Each month of the year has 
various pet awareness themes. 
March consists of National Pig 
Day on the March 1, National 
Wildlife Week, March 12-16, 
Poison Prevention Week, March 
18-24, National Agriculture 
Day, March 20, National Puppy 
Day, March 23, and Manatee 
Appreciation Day, March 28.

Overall, the event was a 
success. There were more 
than 100 items donated to the 
cause. Pets are a highlight in 
most everyone’s life. Not only 
do they help the psychological 
health of their owners, but 
they also act as a constant 
companion. Pets deserve 
appreciation. By showing 
appreciation through fundraising 
and creating holidays to honor 
pets, these loveable buddies, are 
given the kudos they deserve. 

Leadership students hope to make a difference in furry friends’ lives

Natalie Oren

Students of Leadership Thomas County organize donated pet 
supplies during seminar. LTC focused on helping animals for their 
annual service project.

#
Never Again
Never Again
Never Again
Never Again

# Of School Shootings in America

Wendy Chavez

Information from CNBC Nataly OliverShootings/ year



        
 

PEOPLE
April 6, 2018The Eagle Talon

The newspaper staff features a different person from 
each class on this page. For the Peeps, the staff asks 
various students or staff to relate a funny thing that 

happened to them.2
Tobin Gardner, Fr.

Who doesn’t want to be 
friends with a big, friendly 
guy in high school? Tobin 
Gardner, fr., is one of 
the tallest people in his 
grade; he stands at 6-4. 
Out of the many options 
of sports to play, he enjoys 
playing basketball and is 
currently in track. Gardner 
enjoys being in high 
school overall because 
of the difference in the 
environment with new 
people and new teachers.

“I definitely enjoy high 

school [compared to middle 
school] because I get along 
with people and teachers 
easier along with practices 
being easier as well,” 
Gardner said.

Being tall helps Gardner 
with many things, such as 
sports, which he considers 
to be one of his biggest 
strengths. 

“Being tall really helps me 
in basketball, because of the 
fact that i’m taller than most 
people,” Gardner said.

His height is a plus in 
basketball and it helps him a 
lot in track as well with the 
events he is involved in.

“In track, I have been 
doing long jump since 
seventh grade and being tall 
helps me with distance [in 

long jump],” Gardner said.
While being in these 

sports, teamwork is a big 
part of responsibility, and 

Most people would like 
to avoid major injuries. 
However, this ideal 
scenario is not a reality 
for CHS sophomore, 
Genesis Aguilar. 

Aguilar has been 
involved in various 
sports, including 
volleyball, track, 
basketball and 
cheerleading at her 
previous school in 
Brewster. 

Surprisingly, even 
though she is involved 

resulted in a broken thumb. 
Her thumb took about 6 
weeks to heal. Thankfully, 
the thumb was not on her 
dominant hand, as Aguilar 
is right-handed.  This 
occurrence was not Aguilar’s 
first experience with injury. 

As a little girl while 
playing at a park, Aguilar 
faced an unexpected fall. 

“I fell down the stairs 
leading to a slide and hit my 
head on the flag stone,” said 
Aguilar. 

This little mishap resulted 
in a trip to the hospital, as 
she required stitches.

“I don’t remember much 
about it,” Aguilar said. 

Luckily, she is no longer 
pained by her first major 
injury. However, Aguilar did 

With all the sports 
options provided at CHS, 
it gives many students a 
chance to be involved in 
a fall, spring, and winter 
sport. Xavier Slaven, jr., 
takes advantage of these 
opportunities and goes 
above and beyond.

 Slaven participates 
in football in the fall, 
basketball in the winter, 
and track in the spring. 
Slaven plays as a defensive 
end and an offensive tackle 

during football, plays the 
post position in basketball, 
and throws discus, javelin, 
and shot put during track.  

Out of the three activities, 
Slaven enjoys football the 
most. 

“Both [positions] stand 
on the line. The defensive 
end goes and tackles the 
player with the ball, and the 
offensive lineman blocks,” 
Slaven said.

Slaven’s favorite part 
about his positions is really 
getting into the other players’ 
faces.

“ My favorite part about 
playing defense is getting 
sacks, or getting tackles for 
points,” Slaven said.

At the end of the football 
season, Slaven’s hard work 
during the season paid off 

There are many different 
ways to express creativity 
at CHS. Kyler Staab, sr., 
uses creativity in two 
different classes: Clay II 
and Woods. Both are ways 
for Staab to use his hands 
and express himself.

“I’ve done Clay for 
two years and Woods for 
four, not including middle 
school,” Staab said.  

    Staab began taking an 
interest in pottery as a junior 
when taking clay and crafts. 
While doing clay, it stuck 
out for him and he enjoyed 
it. He learned how to use the 
potter wheel while in Clay I 
as well. 

“We had to make one pot. 
I really liked it but it was 
difficult at first,” Staab said. 

Staab makes many pots on 
the wheel as well as many 
sculptures. One of Staab’s 
sculptures, a swan that sits 
on a pool of melted glass, 
won an Honorable Mention 
at the Scholastic Art Show 
that took place in February. 

“I got the idea while 
watching Kory Finley [jr.] 

make a clay duck,” Staab 
said. 

In addition to using his 
creativity in clay, Staab also 

Kyler Staab, Sr.

Xaiver Slaven, Jr.

Genesis Aguilar, So.

Braydon 
Horinek, Fr.  

“I almost lit Braden 
[Schritter, fr.] on fire 
with a blowtorch at my 
shop.” 

Luis Madrid, 
Jr.

“I was running away 
from some people and 
I fell into a patch of 
stickers.”

Elizabeth 
Brown, So.

“Once I tripped on 
air down two deck steps 
and now I have a scar 
that starts just below my 
kneecap, down to just 
above my ankle.”

“Me and Keelan 
[Sanguinetti, sr.] were 
playing chess. He 
moved his queen all 
the way down and said 
checkmate really loudly 
but it wasn’t checkmate 
and I won the game.”

Sean Rall, Sr.

Tobin Gardner, fr., begins to take off for his long jump 
during track practice. The Eagles participated in their first 
track meet of the season yesterday after it got rescheduled 
due to inclement weather forcast for today.

 Kyler Staab, sr., carves a design on a piece of pottery he 
made. Staab took Clay I last year and enrolled in Clay II this 
year because he enjoyed the class. 

“Jump”

to page 7 
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Genesis Aguilar, so., crutches down steps on her way to 
school one morning. Aguilar was on crutches due to a 
corrective surgery on her leg. 

Xavier Slaven, jr., [front right] stands with teammates 
as they await a ref’s call during a varstiy football game 
against Hugoton last season. Slaven participated in football, 
basketball and track throughout the school year. 
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Katie Brighton

he has gained skills for it 
throughout the years.

“It’s way different to do 
sports in middle school 

compared to high school 
because you play against 
people that are older, 
and it’s a little more 
intimidating,” Gardner 
said.

Having long legs is a big 
plus, but for Gardner there 
are some things that long 
legs can’t help with.

for him, when he won a state 
award.

in many sports, only one of 
her injuries occurred while 
practicing a sport. Aguilar 
was participating in her 7th 
grade basketball season at 

the time. 
“I caught the ball wrong 

and stubbed my thumb,” said 
Aguilar. 

The problematic catch 

“ My biggest 
accomplishment is getting 
honorable mention all 
state in football,” Slaven 
said.

He did not win it the 
easy way. Slaven took 
time off the field to 
prepare for the season.

“I wake up at 5:30 a.m. 
every day on weekdays, 
and go lift for about an 
hour,” Slaven said. 

Slaven does his early 
morning lifting during 
the summer before the 
season starts. Once the 
season begins, he will 
use practice as a way to 
condition.

 

makes creative products 
in woods class. He has 
made dressers, tables, and 
chairs. 

“Last year, I made a pool 
table, and I was pretty 
proud of that,” Staab said.

He enjoys that building 
process, but only sees 
continuing this as a hobby 
in the future. Currently, 
Staab is considering a 
career in wildlife biology. 
He enjoys the conservation 
side of this career path. He 
enjoys nature and hopes to 
be able to be outdoors and 
making a difference. 

“I have always 
liked nature and being 
outdoors,” Staab said. 

have more stitches in her 
future. 

One of her recent 
injuries occurred this past 
summer as a lifeguard 
at Colby Aquatic Park. 
Every so often, the pool 
staff would get to enjoy 
a “guard party” late at 
night. 

“Jump”

to page 7 
“Aguilar”
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   The Eagle Talon 
is a newspaper of 
the students, by the 
students, and for the 
students, published to 
inform and entertain 
the school community 
of Colby High School, 
and to serve as an 
educational tool for                        
journalism students.
  The staff recognizes its 
responsibility to pro-
vide a forum for diverse 
views, to serve the 
interests and needs of 
the school community, 
and to report  the news 
fairly, objectively and 
honestly.
  Published stories 
should not be deemed 
an expression of school 
policy or the view of 
Colby Public School 
employees or board of 
education. 
  Letters to the editor 
are always encouraged. 
They do not necessarily 
reflect the views of the 
Talon. Letters that deal 
with school- related 
issues or public issues 
are given the highest 
priority.
  All letters should be 
kept under 150 words 
and must  be signed. 
Submit all letters to 
room 502.

Editorial Policy
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Student Squawk: Students voice opinions

I’m usually a pretty positive person, or at least I try to be. However, once in a while, I lose 
my cool. If you know me, you probably know that once I get stressed, freaked out, and frantic, 
it takes quite a bit to calm me down. Most of the time when I’m stressed, it’s because of one 
thing:  not enough time. Usually I rant until people are tired of hearing me complain, and then 
I make a “To Do” list. Something about seeing my giant list of things, and then slowly being 
able to cross them off makes me feel accomplished. When I see it on paper, I feel like I can 
conquer it if I just take it one step at a time. 

In an effort to get back to my normal self during a time of stress, I bought a Positivity 
Planner. It’s this cute little pink book, with gold lettering on it. Just looking at it makes me feel 
better. Inside of this is a planner, and a calendar by the weeks, but it’s not a regular planner. 
It makes you look at everything you write down as a good thing. The left side of the page is 
titled “This Week” and, you have “I’d love to, I’m looking forward to, and I need to”. Then 
the right side is “Reflecting on This Week” and you write down the things under “I’m grateful 
for, I enjoyed, and I accomplished”. It also has a space to write silver linings and mindful 
moments. Another beautiful thing about it is that every few pages it has adorable motivating 
quotes, such as, “Don’t count the days, make the days count.” 

Now, oddly enough (NOT), I bought this leading up to the week of the Orange & Black 
Classic (a very stressful time for a dancer)! I just had so many things to do and not enough 
time to get them all done. Then, I bought this book for less than $20. I’ve used it religiously 
ever since. If you think this would help you organize your life, and keep that pretty smile on 
your face, then I definitely recommend you get one for yourself. 

Do you think that current gun legislation 
will help to prevent school shootings from happening? 

“I think that stricter laws 
should be in place. If they 
have a mental illness or 
something similar, they 

shouldn’t be given a gun.”
-Kourtney Finley, fr.

“I don’t think it will 
change anything at all. 

People are still going to go 
out and get guns; you can’t 
really stop what is going to 

happen.”
-Trey Stramel, so.

“I think with the stuff 
they are doing, it will be 

harder for school shootings 
to happen. They need to do 
better background checks. 
Changing the age to buy 
assault rifles is a good 

thing.”.”
-Carter Stanley, jr.

 “I think that current gun 
laws will not prevent school 
shootings, but I don’t think 
guns are the only problem.”

-Lynnsey Elling, sr. I am in favor of gun 
control. I think that to own 

a gun, you should be a 
responsible citizen. I don’t 
think guns should be taken 
away, but there should be 
a process they have to go 

through.” 
-Matt Sims, 

Math teacher
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 Talon Reviews

In school, there are plenty 
of situations that happen 
in the hallways between 
classes. Students see many 
fellow classmates during 
passing, and want to be 
near them. It’s good to 
mingle with your friends, 
but sometimes it can get a 
little out of hand. There are 
complications with trying 
to get to your next class in 
time. It is always important 
to communicate with one 
another and to show respect 
to each other while being in 
the halls.

It’s very important to know 
and understand hallway 
etiquette. As newspaper 
staff, we believe it creates 
easy flow and helps facilitate 
movement. Everyone should 
get to class on time and 
hallway etiquette creates less 
tardiness. Following rules 
for the halls creates a more 
positive attitude towards 

Hallway Edition

The Ryanne Hawaiian

Perhaps you’re the kind of person who hates pineapple on pizza. Well, if you are, you 
shouldn’t. If you’re one of “those” people, you might want to stop reading this now before I 
say something that could offend you. 

 One of my biggest hopes and dreams for myself is to have food named after me, and, 
by God, I think I’ve done it. 

 Created by Jacob Callier from Village Inn: The Ryanne Hawaiian. The bun is coated 
with garlic butter, and grilled like Texas Toast. The burger is grilled with pineapple, so it’s 
juicy and sweet. Then, there’s bacon to top it off, which is cooked in some secret ingredient (I 
think it might be a sprinkle of brown sugar). For the finishing touch, it comes with seasoned 
french fries, onion rings, or experimental fried pickles (with ranch, of course). After I add 
mayonnaise to the bun, and cut the burger in half, I dig in. If you’re a little bit of a priss who 
doesn’t appreciate messy, finger-licking food, this isn’t the burger for you. All of that juice 
from the pineapple will go dripping down to your fingers. 

I’ve only ever had one Hawaiian burger before this, and it was from the Weclome Home 
Cafe. It was really good, but it wasn’t named after me. Coincidentally, the Ryanne Hawaiian is 
better. 

Now, I don’t know if I’ve technically had a food named after me because I’m the only one 
who has access to it. It’s not on the actual menu. I like to think of it as only available to VIP’s. 
Who knows, maybe after this review (when all of you non pineapple haters request it), we can 
get it on the menu. 

Nataly Oliver
Feature Editor

Ryanne Myer 
Sports Page Editor 

each other, which in turn 
makes things smoother and 
easier for everyone.

There are rules while 
walking in the hallway that 
helps progress.

•  Walk on the right 
side of the hallway. Imagine 
you are driving a car and stay 
in your lane.

•  Don’t congregate 
in large bunches in front 
of lockers. You will block 
people’s lockers and make 
them late to class.

•  Don’t sit on both 
sides of the Hall with your 
legs extended. This makes it 
difficult for people to walk by 
safely.

Students tend to forget how 
important it is to It should 
also be common knowledge 
that students stay on the right 
side of the hall. If everyone 
does it, it begins to turn into 
an easy habit that students 
can follow. Rules of the 
hallway are more important 
than students think.

Not everyone will follow 
these rules of course, but it 
should be something to think 
about just to help the school 
go a little bit smoother. Make 
sure that when walking in 
the hallways, show a positive 
attitude and pay attention to 
the things around the halls.

Rules of the Road:

By Wendy Chaves

It’s very important 
to know and 

understand hallway 
etiquette. “

“
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“Jump”

to page 7 “Double 
Grads”

With hard work, students are led to 

115 W.Willow
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Juniors often go through 
the school year waiting to 
graduate after twelve years 
of schooling so that they may 
continue either working in 
the real world or working on 
a post-secondary education. 
For most, graduation comes 
after four years of high 
school. However, for Jake 
Reed, jr., that’s not the case.

Reed has made the decision 
to graduate with the Class 
of 2018, a year early. The 
decision was based on the 
fact that his second semester 
schedule consisted mainly of 
college courses.  

“At the end of the first 
semester this year is when 
I basically decided to do it 
[graduate early],” Reed said. 
“I’m taking mostly college 
classes anyway, and my 

senior year would be mostly 
taking college classes. I just 
decided to graduate so that I 
could take those classes at a 
university.”

The earliest that one 
can graduate is commonly 
thought to be at semester 
during senior year. Reed 
never thought it was possible 
to graduate earlier than that, 
but he didn’t want to spend 
his senior year taking college 
classes while still being in 
high school. Reed and his 
parents took the initiative of 
investigating how to make 
the idea a possibility. With 
the help of Karen Sullivan, 
school counselor, Reed was 
able to accomplish this plan.

“They’re [my parents] the 
ones that took my idea and 
made it to where it was a 
possibility and then after that, 
I went and talked to Mrs. 
Sullivan. She’s the one that 
sat with me and talked about 
credits and what I would 
need to actually have in order 
to graduate,” Reed said.

In order to graduate, one 
must have three science 

credits, four English credits, 
three math credits, three 
social science credits, a 
health/physical education 
credit, a speech credit, a 
computer competencies 
credit, and a fine arts credit. 
Reed had to finish meeting 
these requirements within a 
semester. In order for that to 
happen, he had to take extra 
classes his second semester 
this year.  

“[I had to take] a lot of 
extra classes. It definitely 
wasn’t easy,” Reed said. 
“The first step that I took was 
taking an extra math class my 
sophomore year. That made 
it to where I had two math 
classes. Then, that advanced 
me in that situation. I didn’t 
really take extra classes until 
this semester which is when 
I had to just take all the extra 
classes in order to meet the 
graduation requirements.”

Reed will attend Kansas 
State University in the 
fall and plans to major 
in either mechanical or 
electrical engineering. He 
has always had a passion for 

Junior meets standards for graduation one year early

Keelan Sanguinetti 
Sports Page Editor

Rayanna Schmidt
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NEED SERVICE HOURS?

Volunteer at Prairie Senior Living Complex
1625 S. Franklin, Colby

 Contact Emily at (785)460-1422 
or edietz@cmciks.com

engineering. The engineering 
field requires a person who 
has problem-solving skills, 
a way with numbers and a 
scientific knowledge as well. 
Reed has taken the necessary 
measures and has shown the 
intelligence that is needed 
for the job throughout his 
education.

“I’ve always excelled 
at math, taking extra 
classes, and [I] excelled in 
classes through my whole 
education,” Reed said.

Reed has said that he will 
miss the classmates that he 
has shared an education with 
his entire life but he knows 
that he will be missed as 
well. The people that he has 
interacted with throughout 
his education has each made 
an impact on him, as well 
as the wrestling team which 
he will miss as well. Others 
may see this as a goodbye, 
but Reed sees it as something 
bigger.

“I look at this as an 
opportunity, and I try not 
to look at all the negatives 
[such as] all the people that 

I’m going to miss. I try not to 
look at that as a negative, but 
instead as an opportunity to 
move forward with my own 
life,” Reed said.

Reed has participated in 
band, football and wrestling 
for the past three years. He 
will be missed by fellow 
classmates and bandmates. 
Several classmates weighed 
in on what they will miss 
about Jake.  

“I’m going to miss 
his great attitude, his 
commitment to work, and 
he’s a nice person,” Brysen 

Barton, so., said.
“I’m going to miss his 

sense of humor,” Jessi Weis, 
jr., said.

“I’m going to miss his 
humor and personality. I’ll 
miss him during pep band, 
too,” Mariah Thompson, jr., 
said.

“I will miss having almost 
every class with him, and I 
will miss seeing him every 
day. He’s been my best 
friend from as long as I can 
remember,” Jakob Tubbs, jr., 
said.

 High School graduation is 
something that most students 
begin looking forward the 
moment they step through 
the doors at CHS. This year 
78 seniors will be walking 
across the stage in May, and 
four of those seniors will 
also be walking across the 
stage for Colby Community 
College’s graduation to 
receive their associates 
degree. 

The seniors who will be 
completing this feat are 
Rachel Van Eaton, Lexi 
Finley, Kora Schindler and 
Morgan Voss. The four 
had various reasons for the 
double graduation. 

“I wanted to graduate from 
CCC and the highschool at 
the same time because people 
told me I couldn’t do it,” 
Schindler said.

“I heard when I was 
a middle schooler that 
[substitute teacher] Donna 
Lamm’s daughters had done 
this. It made me think that 
I wanted to do that also,” 
Finley said.

“At the time I didn’t want 
to follow in the footsteps of 
my other siblings and stay in 

Colby for another year after 
high school, so I decided to 
finish my associates degree at 
the same time,” Voss said.

 “My sister [Courtney] did 
it last year. She said it was 
a good idea to get ahead in 
college,” Van Eaton said. 

While Finley and Voss 
began taking college classes 
during their sophomore year, 
Schindler and Van Eaton just 
started this last year when 
they were juniors. 

In order to complete this 
task the girls had to juggle 
high school classwork, after 
school jobs, sports practices 
and other activities. While 
the girls are managing this 
well, it can prove to add 
more stress to their day. 

“Doing this added a lot 
of extra stress, but it also 
sometimes brought relief 
because I was able to use 
some high school papers for 
college and vice versa,” Voss 
said. 

New experiences were 
also something that the girls 
were able to have by being in 
college and high school at the 
same time.

Seniors become double grads, prepare for new beginnings

Rayanna Schmidt

From left to right: seniors Morgan Voss, Kora Schindler, Lexi Finley and 
Rachel Van Eaton work on and discuss class work for their college studies. All 
four girls will graduate from both Colby High School and Colby Community 
College the same weekend in May. They will then go on to various four-year 
universities.

Jake Reed, jr., practices his percussion ensemble number with a group of five 
for Regionals. Reed has lettered in band for three years.

Wendy Chavez
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Talon  Boosters

 305 E HORTON
(785)462-6132

colbyag@st-tel.net
www.colbyag.com

exceed their standards

www.commercialsigncompany.com
(785) 462-3361

Hajoca
625 S. Country Club
Colby, KS 67701
(785) 426-6731Bethanie Williams, Owner/Instructor

230 E 4th- Colby, KS
785-443-1500

442 N. Franklin
Colby, KS 67701
(785) 462-2241
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Sherry McDonald, owner

Authorized Retail Dealer Store
1937 S. Range

Colby, KS 67701
785-460-7488

KATINA VRBAS, OWNER
785-460-2657

Courtesy Photo

Living in the 
middle of 
nowhere 

Sophomores April Swartz and Kelly Palmgren display their one rating medals from state 
piano in Wichita. Swartz and Palmgren spent many hours working on their piano pieces.

The last semester can be a 
very busy time for students 
and teachers. Spring sports 
are in full swing, seniors are 
scrambling to finalize college 
plans and standardized 
testing throws a wrench in 
teachers’ schedules. It is 
an especially busy time for 
fine arts students because 
the season of presentation 
begins. Fine arts students 
have spent the whole year 
preparing their form of art 
for these months.

Sophomores Kelly 
Palmgren and April Swartz 
have already brought home 
a one rating from their state 
piano competition at Wichita 
State University. To reach 
the state level, the participant 
must receive a one rating at 
the regional competition. A 
one rating is the best that can 

be awarded during a music 
competition. Palmgren and 
Swartz both spent hours 
tediously perfecting their 
music pieces. 

“It’s [practicing] all about 
breaking it down and getting 
into the transitions of the 
song. I usually spent three to 
four hours per week working 
on it,” Swartz said. 

Swartz performed “Toccata 
Brilliante” by Dennis 
Alexander. 

For Palmgren, it was no 
different with her piece 
“Le Petit Negre” by Claude 
Debussy. 

“The piece was a little bit 
harder at first to pick up on. 
The part on the left hand 
was really fast and the part 
on the right hand was much 
slower,” Palmgren said. 

Performing at state is 
a very nerve wracking 
experience; the judges are 
tougher than tough and 
competition is more stiff. 
Though the state level might 
be stressful, Palmgren and 
Swartz came out on top. 

“I was super happy. I was 

very excited and screamed a 
bit,” Swartz said. 

Other fine arts students 
have already kicked it into 
high gear. So far, students’ 
art have traveled to three 
different shows to be 
judged. The first show of 
the season, and the toughest, 
is the Scholastic Art Show. 
Roughly 32 percent of entries 
are accepted into the regional 
show. Five to seven percent 
of entries receive gold, seven 
to ten percent are awarded 
silver, and ten to fifteen 
percent earn honorable 
mention. If a piece receives a 
Gold Key, then it is eligible 
for the national level. Silver 
Key winners were Isabel 
Dixon, so., and Lexy Kraft, 
sr. Kraft received two Silver 
Keys. Honorable mentions 
were awarded to Bailey 
Britton, sr., in photography, 
Cadyn Dixon, sr., in drawing, 
Sandy Kroeker, sr., in 
painting, Kyler Staab, sr., in 
sculpture, Maia Cape, jr., in 
painting, Alyssa Kraft, jr., in 
drawing, and Mason Wright, 
so., in drawing. 

CHS art students 
dominated the McCook 
art show by taking all the 
awards except best in show. 
Dixon took first and second 
place, Kraft took third, and 
honorable mentions were 
awarded to Isaac Rosales, 
jr., Kassidy White, jr., Katie 
Brighton, sr., and Britton. 

The Art on the Oasis show 
gave locals a first taste of 
this year’s art. First place 
was awarded to Britton 
in photography and batik, 
Kroeker in painting, Kade 
Jueneman, jr., in sculpture, 
and Dixon in mixed media. 
Rosales received second 
place in mixed media. 
Honorable mentions were 
given to Nataly Oliver, jr., 
in drawing and Staab in 
sculpture. 

Each art show builds 
confidence and creates 
experience for young artists. 

“Part of art is putting 
work out there because it 
is communication with the 
public,” Trish Starbuck, art 
teacher, said. 

The shows that are 

attended offer many various 
opportunities for students to 
win and receive recognition. 

“Each art show is different 
because each art judge is 
looking for different things. 
I want to give my students 
the best opportunity to have 
their work win an award. 
Everything that I take to an 
art show is something that I 
think is worthy of winning a 
ribbon,” Starbuck said. 

The art department still 
has three shows ahead of 
them this season, the Hays 
Art Show, the Artwalk, and 
End of the Year show. Music 
students also have multiple 
performances still to come, 
regional and state solo and 
ensemble, state large group 
and the spring band concert. 
Whether they are spilling 
their soul on canvas or 
transforming their heart into 
rhythms, the fine arts students 
are sure to display their 
talents.

State of the art: 

Katie Brighton
Editor in Chief

Jumps for Stories

“Jump”

to page 7 
“Kansas 

Life”

Tammy Swartz & Logan Wark

(785) 460-1078

1775 W. 4th Street
Colby, Kansas 67701

1880 S Range Ave
Colby, KS 67701

(785) 462-3945

It is hard to live in the 
state of Kansas. Some 
individuals might not think 
so, but they also don’t 
know where Kansas is. 

This brings me to the 
first struggle of being a 
Kansan. I have had the 
opportunity to travel to 
many states ,and, while I 
was visiting, I have met 
a few people. When I say 
I’m from Kansas, people 
become very confused and 
ask where Kansas is. I then 
proceed to ask who taught 
them geography. What 
grown person doesn’t 
know where Kansas is? 

The next struggle also 
has to do with traveling. 
On the off chance that 
people know what Kansas 
is, they automatically think 
of Dorothy and Toto from 
The Wizard of Oz. This 
isn’t a bad thing because 
who doesn’t like Judy 
Garland? However, I can’t 
even begin to count the 
amount of times I’ve been 
asked if my transportation 
was a tornado or told 
that I’m not in Kansas 
anymore. 

Perhaps the biggest 
struggle of being a Kansan 
is the wind: each day is a 
battle against the whipping 
wind. A person must brace 
herself before entering 
the great outdoors or she 
isn’t blown away. In fact, 
I have developed a natural 
lean towards the wind 
when walking to allow for 
more aerodynamic travel. 
Leaning has become a 

Katie Brighton
Editor in Chief

GWAC Art Show Results

Students succeed,
bring honor to CHS

Sandy Kroeker, sr.
Blue Ribbon

Top 25

Madisyn Lemman, sr.
Blue Ribbon

Lewis Haines, so.
Blue Ribbon

Kurt Schroeder, jr.
Blue Ribbon

Alyssa Kraft, jr.
Blue Ribbon

Mandy Summers, so.
Blue Ribbon

Mason Wright, so.
Blue Ribbon

Makenna Mettlen, jr.
Blue Ribbon

Top 25

Bailey Britton, sr.
Blue Ribbon

Lexy Kraft, sr.
Blue Ribbon

Top 25

Cadyn Dixon, sr.
Blue Ribbon

Top 25

Tayler Bieberle, jr.
Blue Ribbon

Top 25

Kyler Staab, sr.
Blue Ribbon

Top 25

Isabel Dixon, so.
2 Blue Ribbon

Top 25
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Spirit 
Spreader:
 Tales of a 
cheerleader

What’s Happening?

Two split sports: competitive cheering v. dancing 

Maia Cape

4/11 - FFA Agronomy Horse Contest  
   @ Colby

4/19 - KSHSAA State Large Group 
   Music Festival 
   No School for CHS

4/21 - Junior/Senior Prom

4/25 - High School Senior Service Day

Sports Update

Fresh on the field: underclassmen play sports 

Whistles, cheers, and the 
ruffling of pom poms: the 
ever so sweet sounds of cheer 
season. Cheerleading is a 
sport (yes, sport) that comes 
with a lot more challenges 
than one may think. 

Cheerleading requires 
vigorous practice. How else 
am I supposed to stomp my 
feet, clap my hands, and say 
the right words all at the 
same time? Also, there is 
the ever constant fear you’re 
cheering for the wrong team. 
This is most common during 
football. We face away from 
the field, so we can’t even 
see it. Are we on offense? 
Defense? Do we have to 
kneel because someone is 
hurt? 

That’s why we always have 
to think one step ahead. If 
we aren’t sure exactly what’s 
going on, we call a general 
cheer just to be safe. 

The traveling is also 
a challenge. Having to 
travel a few hours away on 
occasional school nights 
may make keeping up with 
homework hard. 

But despite all of these 
challenges, the outcome 
is worth it. Being able 
to support the team is an 
amazing feeling. It makes it 
nice to know that the school 
has your back, even if we 
aren’t playing at home. If we 
are at home, it’s also amazing 
to get the crowd to cheer 
with you. Seeing the student 
section dance along on the 
sidelines and do the cheers 
with us brings me a real 
feeling of accomplishment. 

However, bonding with 
the other cheerleaders is 
probably the best part of it 
all. I’ve grown close with 
the girls throughout the 
seasons, even if they only 
did one season. It’s always 
nice to laugh and pump each 
other up before a game. The 
friendships help make the 
games really fun to do as 
well. The team becomes one 
big family.

Erin Krannawitter
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This month’s athlete 
is from baseball.  Heath 
Bolyard always goes the 
extra mile in practices. 

“He is a good player who 
works hard. He always goes 
above and beyond,” Head 
Coach, Rick Williams said. 

“I’ve played baseball for 
as long as I remember. I just 
want to do whatever I can 
to make sure practice goes 
smoothly,” Bolyard said. 

Month 

The girls lost the first varsity 
game, 18-16.

The varsity team won against 
Holcomb, 12-2. 

The first track meet was 
yesterday in Norton.

The first meet was this 
week; they won 4th place. 

Emma Dixon
Opinion Editor

Rayanna Schmidt
People Page Editor

Maia Cape 
Highlights Editor

Athlete of the Softball

Golf Tennis 

Track Baseball 

Maia Cape

Bailey Britton Maia Cape

Maia Cape

Clockwise: Hanna Rehmer, 
sr., reels her arm back to 
throw her softball. 

Mason Wright, so., 
prepares to throw a fake 
pitch to his teammates.

Mariah Thompson, jr., 
watches her shot put after 
throwing it.

Carter Stanley, jr., putts 
the ball into the hole.

 Max Broers, sr., prepares 
to swing his racket at an 
incoming ball.

The varsity team placed last 
in the Oberlin tournament. 

As the lights turn on and 
the curtain opens up, one has 
to give it everything she has 
to impress the judges and 
receive the highest score. 
Competitive dancing takes a 
lot of determination and skill 
to overcome the opponents. 
Several students participate 
in this competition. 

“We have a few practices 

a week. Sunday is a big 
practice with everyone, 
which lasts a little longer, 
then Wednesdays are for solo 
performers,” Ellie Keen, so., 
said. 

Keen has been dancing 
for as long as she can 
remember. She has been 
with Nicole’s School Of 
Dance for several years and 
enjoys the memories and 
new friendships she has 
developed. Depending on 
the location, the team will 
go to a certain number of 
competitions, depending on 
things like travel and cost. 

“We only go to a few 

[competitions] a year; the 
farthest we’ve been out is in 
Oklahoma,” Keen said.

The judges watch and score 
technique, performance, 
musicality/timing and 
choreography. The total 
number of available points 
to be scored per performance 
is 300 points. However, not 
all judges are the same in 
how they score, according to 
Bravo Competition.com.

 Not only do CHS students 
participate in competitive 
dance, but one student is in 
competitive cheer as well. 

Dance has a variety in the 
different genres in which 

they can perform with the 
judges, different dances like 
jazz, hip hop, and ballet, but 
the key is to stay in the theme 
of the competition. 

“With competition 
cheer, everything is a little 
different but mainly the same 
concept,” Bella Cheney, so., 
said. 

Like competition dance, 
cheer participants go to 
meets and compete, the team 
strives to become the best 
and take home the gold. 

“Our group, Tumbleweed 
Tumblers, only goes to six 
meets a year,” Cheney said. 

According to varsity.com, 
there are a lot more things to 
watch if you’re a cheer judge. 
Within the performance are 
different criterias that need 

When students enter 
high school, typically the 
one change that everyone 
talks about is how classes 
are different than they 
were in middle school. 
However, another change for 
students to get used to is the 
differences in high school 
sports compared to middle 
school sports.

Not only is the level of 
competition different, but 
also the types of sports that 
are offered in a high school 
setting are varied. 

“I participate in volleyball, 
basketball and track. For 
me, these sports aren’t really 
that much different than 
they were in middle school. 
There are more people who 
participate, and it allows a 
different, fun atmosphere,” 

Lara Murdock, fr., said. 
“Sports in high school 

are way more physical and 
tough to play in. The level of 
athleticism increases because 
the kids who go out in high 
school have been going to the 
weight room and are more 
athletic than the ones who 
went out in middle school,” 
Ryan Myers, fr., said. 

With all of the new 
teammates and opportunities 
to better oneself as an athlete, 
such as attending sessions in 
the weight room, individuals 
seem better able to improve 
and achieve more goals than 
in a middle school setting. 
While there are times that 
high school sports are better, 
there can be times that these 
changes prove to be tough on 
a younger student athlete.

“High school sports are 
definitely more serious. In 
middle school, not a lot of 
members of the community 
attended games, but in high 
school, a majority of the 
community does. Normally 
we try to block it [the crowd] 
out and just focus on the 

“Jump”

to page 7 
“Cheer”

game,” Jason Krannawitter, 
fr., said. 

In order to make these 
changes go more smoothly, 
many students have different 
ways to improve their game. 

“I try to get in the weight 
room as much as possible 
to get myself a little bit 
stronger. Practicing on your 
own time is also a really big 

to be met. Each judge has 
something different to watch 
while the team performs, 
everything in a different 
category. The team has to 
complete things like building 
skills, stunts, pyramids, 
tosses and quantity. In 
tumbling skills,  the skills are 
standing tumbling, running 
tumbling and jumps. And in 
the Overall Routine, there are 
routine composition, 

Maia Cape
Danielle Schroeder and Lara Murdock, fr., warm up at track practice. Schroeder 

participates in high jump and the 3200 M. Murdock runs in the 800 M and the mile.

deal,” Myers said. 
CHS offers many 

alternative sports other than 
the few that the middle 
school offers. These sports 
include powerlifting, boys’/
girls’ tennis, boys’/girls’ 
golf, cross country, baseball 
and softball. With these 
alternative sports, there 
are still a few that students 

would enjoy to have.
“I think it would be really 

cool if we had a lacrosse 
team or a swim team. We 
have a lot of students who 
are good at swimming,” 
Krannawitter said. 

Courtesy Photo
Ellie Keen, so., (back) dances to “Lion King,” at the Community Building. The team 

placed first for the dance and received the first place Entertainment Award. 

Maia Cape
Heath Bolyard, jr., prepares himself for the ball. 

Bolyard plays right field. 
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Kansans

Darryl G Henry
Financial Advisor
485 N. Court
Colby, KS 67701
785-462-8605

Experiencing new life

From
on page 4
 Double Grads

“One of my weakness would 
probably be running because I 
just really don’t like to run and 
it’s a little challenging to keep 
up,” Gardner said.

Aside from school activities, 
he enjoys playing video games 
at home and plays many 
different games.

“My favorite game to play 
would be NBA2K. I also play 
Fortnite with lots of different 
people online, and I enjoy video 
games because I can go home 
and rest,” Gardner said.

Dancing, cheering

From
on page 2

Aguilar

Persevering injuries

From
on page 2

Gardner

c
performance, and dance. The 

group can gain up to 100 points 
of scoring. All judges score 
differently depending on where 
the competition is.

“Stunting takes a whole lot 
of trust; unlike dance, it takes 
different muscles to do a routine 
in cheer than in dance. We tend 
to lift people up a lot more than 
in dance,” Cheney said.

 

 

Friendly freshman

Local

State

World

Country
The internet regulations 

dubbed “Net Neutrality” 
will officially end on April 
23. Net Neutrality requires 
internet providers to treat 
all websites and internet 
services equally: there can 
be no additional charge or 
slower service. According 
to U.S.News, Washington 
State passed a law on March 
6 protecting Net Neutrality. 
The bill will go into effect 
on June 6.

Sudan, the world’s last 
male white rhino, died from 
degenerative changes in his 
muscles and bones on March 
19, according to BBC News. 
Sudan also suffered from 
open wounds around his 
body. There are two female 
white rhinos remaining at 
Ol Pejeta Conservancy in 
Kenya where Sudan died. 
Currently, Ol Pejeta is 
attempting to fund raise for 
in vitro fertilization, which 
is the last hope to save the 
white rhino species. 

Follow us on Twitter! @the_eagle_talon

Jumps for Stories

At one of these parties, 
Aguilar was wounded playing 
on one of the water slides. 

One of her fellow co-workers 
had slipped within the slide 
when Aguilar, who was also 
inside, least expected it. 

As a result, Aguilar split her 
chin on the slide. Her cut was 
deep enough to get 5 stitches. 
She recovered within a week.

Sadly, Aguilar has had 
problems with both her legs. 
Within these past couple of 
months, Aguilar has been 

 \
 
recovering from corrective 

surgery on her left leg due to 
gradual pain development. 
During recovery, she has been 
seen on crutches around the 
school.  

This coming summer, she will 
undergo a second corrective 
surgery. This time she will have 
work done on her right leg. 

Regardless of the many 
physical injuries Aguilar has 
experienced, she still continues 
to work hard to the best of 
her ability. She continually 
encourages herself to “keep 
going” and most times a 
little pep talk makes all the 
difference.

habit, I even lean forward 
when there is no wind around. 
Chicago has nothing on Kansas 
when it comes to wind. In fact, 
the windiest city in the United 
States happens to be Dodge 
City. I feel like that speaks 
volumes about Kansas. 

The state of Kansas also 
seems very confused about 
the weather in general. The 
heartland can go from sunny 
and 75 degrees to snowing and 
below freezing in 0.2 seconds. 
Kansas went from 100-0 real 
quick. It may be snowing in one 
part of the state and burning 
up in another. This might not 
seem unusual to other states, 
but Kansas also happens to be 
flat. There are no mountains, 
canyons, or valleys to mess 
with weather patterns. It’s like 
Kansas is a teenage girl who 
can’t figure out what she wants. 
Does she want snow, sunshine, 
rain, earthquakes, tornadoes, 
or wildfires? I’m sure Kansas 
could figure out how to have 
hurricane if it wanted to. 

Five CHS seniors 
received a Dane G. Hansen 
Scholarship. Lexy Kraft, 
Bryce Niermeier, and Sandy 
Kroeker received the $4,000 
Hansen Student scholarship, 
renewable for one additional 
year. Bailey Britton and 
Lexi Finley received the 
$6,500 Hansen Scholar 
scholarship, renewable for 
three additional years. The 
Dane G. Hansen Foundation 
gives out 160 scholarships 
to students in the Northwest 
Kansas area each year. 
Students must take a 
qualifying test and then are 
selected for interviews based 
on their scores. Seniors Sean 
Rall, Lynnsey Elling and 
Austin Hamel also received 
the Career and Technical 
Scholarship that’s worth 
$4,000 renewable for one 
additional year. Morgan Voss 
received a $4,000 transfer 
scholarship, renewable for 
one additional year.

“This definitely added extra 
stress, but it also helped to 
give me a new experience,” 
Schindler said. 

All four of these ladies 
are planning to continue 
their education at a four year 
university next year. Voss, 
Schindler, and Van Eaton will 
all be attending

Unpredictable life

(Sorry! Just for fun; no candy will be given)

Kansas set a new record 
for wildfires, according to 
The Kansas City Star. Over 
500,000 acres of Clark 
and Comanche counties 
are burning in the largest 
wildfire in state history. A 
total of 650,000 acres and 
counting have been burned.

The Pulsera Project

Åpril 2-6
All proceeds go to help people in 

Nicaragua and Guatemala gain 
more stability.

Pulseras $5 - Bolsitas $10
CHS commons or room 507

Fort Hays State University 
next fall and Finley will 
be attending Kansas State 
University. 

With the new experiences 
under their belts, the girls are 
ready and prepared to take 
on college after both of their 
graduations.

Across
3. Warm rays of                    .
8.              showers bring May flowers.
9.  A brightly colored annual flower that blooms in the spring.
11.The hunting season for this animal is in spring.
13. A holiday that coincidentally falls on the same day as Easter Sunday this year.
16. A tiny man found at the end of a rainbow.
18. A container made of straw, used to hold flowers or easter eggs.
19. Plants begin to grow, and people start to sneeze.
20. This is another name for a baby deer.

Down
1. During springtime, a lot of people will want to 
be                 .
2.When baby birds are born, this sound is heard.
4. After it rains, lots of these creatures can be found 
in mud.
5. Tadpoles turn into frogs, and caterpillars turn 
into .
6. This holiday celebrates Jesus’s resurrection.
7. The search of eggs the Easter Bunny leaves.
10. A cream filled Easter candy classic.
12. The holiday that commemorates the day Jesus 
was crucified on the Friday before Easter Sunday.
14. A seven letter word for bloom.
15. A worldwide celebration on April 22.
17. A popular marshmallow candy in the shape of a 
bird or rabbit.



Courtesy Photo  
 Abbie Kummer, sr., reads to an interested group of Colby 
Grade School students. National Honor Society members went 
to the grade school to interact with the children on Read Across 
America Day.

 Spanish I and II students dance with other schools’ Spanish students in 
Hays. The Spanish classes went on a field trip to experience Latino culture by 
learning traditional dances. “It was fun to learn about other cultures and meet 
people from other schools, ” Nathan Lee, so., said.

Academic s
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Look out for this month’s Featured Eagle! The Featured Eagle is a spot 
for students to submit their own work. Enter a photograph to Mrs. Henry 
for a chance to be The Featured Eagle.  

Lexy  Kraft

Maia Cape

Take a

BIRD’S EYE VIEW
into the busy lives of CHS students

Sport s

 Dru Keen, sr., prepares to swing at an incoming pitch at the 
first home game. The Eagles lost to Holcomb, 4-7, in the first game, 
and won, 12-2, in the second.

  Natalie Oren, sr., prepares to give her presentation to her 
English IV class. Students were required to give a presentation 
about Fireside poets, including which one they thought was the 
best; they also had to defend why that poet was the best.

 Max Broers, sr., poses in the new Porsche GT3 
RS. Broers has had a passion for supercars since he was 
young and has attended many supercar events in his 
home country, Belgium. “In Kansas you don’t see a lot 
of supercars, so I really miss it,” Broers said.

Clubs

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Fe at ure d Eagl e

Max Broers, s r.

Mrs. Myers ad
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